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June 6th–October 2nd, 2016
on view at the Virginia Holocaust Museum

Read more about the exhibit on Page 14

A provocative exhibition 
exploring the Nazi 
regime’s “science of race” 
and its implications for 
medical ethics and social 
responsibility today

This exhibition has been made possible by The Lerner Foundation and Eric F. and Lore 
Ross, with additional support from the Lester Robbins and Sheila Johnson Robbins 
Traveling and Special Exhibitions Fund established in 1990.

What is a Malyene?
In Yiddish, “de malyene” means a 
raspberry bush, but in the slang of 
Eastern European Jews, it also meant 
“a hiding place.” “De malyene” is where 
you would protect your most precious 
valuables–gold, jewels, a small child  
or yourself. 

Make a resolution not to hide, but 
come experience the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum with the many programs and 
events it has to share.
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Personal 
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OUR VISITORS
Dear Friends, 

I would like to start by thanking you all for your support. Without individuals such as your-
selves, the Virginia Holocaust Museum would not be able to do everything that we do.  In 
2015, we saw nearly 43,000 visitors come through our doors, of which over 10,000 of them 
were school children. We were able to expand our archival collection as well as the num-
ber of works in the Carole Weinstein Holocaust Research Library, and we were able to hold 
programs that continued our mission of educating and inspiring future generations of Vir-
ginians to fight prejudice and indifference. Now that we are half-way through 2016, we are 
looking forward to what we have coming up in the rest of the year. From now until October, 
we have the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s traveling exhibit Deadly Medicine, 
in July and August we have our Teacher Education Institute and this Fall we are partner-
ing with the Weinstein JCC for a film screening. Without the support and dedication of our 
Staff, Board of Trustees, Members and Donors, none of this would have been possible and 
I want to thank all of you. I look forward to the last half of 2016 and to hopefully seeing you 
all at an event or program at the VHM.  

Warmest Regards, 

Charles A. Coulomb 

Through May 31, the Museum has welcomed nearly 23,000 guests in 2016, 
including tours from across Virginia, and schools in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Washington, D.C. In May alone, the Museum was 
visited by almost 5,760 students. Once again, the VHM is on pace to surpass 
40,000 visitors for the year, with an additional 5,000 people expected to 
attend our various outreach programs.

How can you not have 
hate in your heart?

Do you fear that it 
would happen again?

Did you ever stop 
believing in yourself?

How did you keep 
your faith?

We asked our 
visitors to reflect 
on their experience 
at the Museum. 
Here Are Some Of 
The Responses We 
Received

Sticker Poll: What would make it likely 
for you to return to the VHM?

Chalkboard: What would you ask a 
Holocaust Survivor?

Temporary 
Exhibits

33%33%

Alternating 
Artifacts

33%

Temporary 

33%33%

Film 
Screenings

19%
Film 

19%
Lectures

15%
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Charles 
Coulomb

In its most recent meeting in April, 
the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Trustees of the Museum voted 
unanimously to promote Charles 
Coulomb to the position of Interim 
Executive Director of the Museum, 
following Dr. Waitman Beorn’s departure 
to return to college teaching and 
Holocaust-related research for a new 
book. In promoting Charles Coulomb, 
the Trustees turned to one of the most 

experienced members of the VHM staff. 

A 
native of Manassas in northern Virginia, Coulomb 
graduated from Osbourn High School in 2006 and 
then enrolled at Virginia Commonwealth University, 

where he majored in history and graduated in 2012. While 
at VCU he has said that courses on the history of the 
Holocaust taught by Professor Joseph Bendersky literally 
changed the direction of his life and focused his commit-
ment to a career in preserving the history of the Shoah. 
While completing his bachelors, Charles began volunteer-
ing with the Museum in 2011. With his degree in hand, he 
was hired full time by the Museum’s then Executive Direc-
tor Dr. Simon Sibelman and given the title of Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the VHM. In that role, he was respon-
sible for the Museum’s daily operations, which included 
figuring out how to address urgent needs with limited 

resources and to help manage and motivate the talented 
and energetic staff. Coulomb points to the creation of the 
Security Department in 2012 as among his most impor-
tant of his initiatives in this period. 
 
Charles’s role changed and grew once again in 2013 with 
the arrival of Dr. Charles Sydnor as the Museum’s Execu-
tive Director. At Dr. Sydnor’s urging, the Executive Com-
mittee promoted Coulomb to Deputy Executive Director in 
August 2013, with the responsibility for all of the day-to-
day operations of the Museum. His most important task 
was to coordinate capital renovations that the Museum 
urgently needed, including the replacement of the Mu-
seum roof. In that endeavor Coulomb wrote the narrative 
for the Cabell Foundation grant and assisted Dr. Sydnor 
in securing the matching funds. This enabled the Museum 
to begin the first phase of a comprehensive renova-
tion master plan. Both Dr. Sydnor and former Executive 
Director Dr. Simon Sibelman have special confidence they 
place in Coulomb for the depth of his commitment to his 
work at the Museum. They emphasize Coulomb’s value to 
the VHM through his current enrollment in the Master of 
the Arts Degree program in Museum Practice and Man-
agement at the University of Ulster at Derry in Northern 
Ireland, where Charles is expected to receive his MA in 
Fall 2016. This graduate program at Ulster is unique, both 
in the curriculum, which prepares students for careers in 
museum leadership and management, and in the prestige 
it carries as a professional credential for the graduates 
who hold it. Dr. Sydnor, who now serves as the Museum’s 
Senior Staff Historian, also notes the interesting and 
promising parallel in Charles Coulomb’s transitional 
stature as interim Executive Director and the Museum’s 
transition into a premiere educational institution armed 
with a powerful moral mission that drew over 42,000 visi-
tors last year. The Virginia Holocaust Museum is looking 
forward to what the future has in store.

Promoted 
to Interim 
Director 
of the VHM
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T
he Virginia Holocaust Museum is 
currently undergoing a multi-year 
renovation of our core exhibits. 

This process will update, modernize 
and expand the main exhibits, while 
focusing on threading the voices of 
Virginia’s Survivors into the narrative.  
These renovations will support our 
mission to educate and inspire future 
generations of Virginians to fight 
prejudice and indifference. 

Since 2015, the Exhibits Committee for the Virginia 
Holocaust Museum started working on updates and 
additions to the permanent exhibits. The overall 
plan is to modernize while creating deeper, richer 
experiences for our visitors.

Beyond the core content pieces, the exhibits will offer 
greater multimedia and interactive components. We 
intend to ask visitors questions about key concepts 
to enable them to think deeper about the complexity 
of the Holocaust. As each exhibit is completed, we 
will provide additional information on our website 
highlighting material from our own collection to 
create new ways for the public to engage with the 
Virginia Holocaust Museum.  

New Plan  
for Exhibits

Coming
Soon!

The base of the design will create a seamless, 
chronological history of the Holocaust. The 
idea is to demonstrate in simple language 
the progression Germany took from the end 

of World War I through the Final Solution.   

1 Narrative History
This narrative framework will be supported 
with personal stories from the Virginia com-
munity. Each exhibit will feature different 
survivors, victims, and witnesses to the Ho-
locaust who can provide a unique voice to 
events. By doing so, we hope to highlight a 
large number of the survivors who settled 
in Virginia while drawing attention to a num-
ber of victims our visitors would have never 

been able to meet.

2 Personal Stories
The remaining element for each exhibit will 
be artifacts from the Virginia Holocaust Mu-
seum’s archives. At present, the museum 
displays only a small fraction of the thou-
sands of objects, photographs, and docu-
ments housed in its permanent collection. 
We want to ensure that all exhibits provide 
an opportunity for visitors to see firsthand 
the objects that have become symbols for 

the Holocaust.

3 Artifacts

The framework for this re-design is tied to  
three primary concepts:

A mock up of what the Deportation Exhibit will look like. Coming soon in 2016
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A
fter over a decade, the Virginia Holocaust Museum 
has rejoined the Jewish Community Federation 
of Richmond as an Affiliate Member.  “We are 

pleased to welcome the Virginia Holocaust Museum 
to the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond as 
an affiliate agency.  In the last few years, the VHM has 
seen a record number of visitors and increased its 
educational exhibits.  We are proud to have them back 
under the umbrella of Federation,” said Samuel Asher, 
CEO of the JCFR at the Federation’s Annual Meeting.  
This alignment has brought together two integral 
entities in Richmond’s Jewish Community and looks 
to reinvigorate the Museum’s relationship with the 
Jewish Community. “We are very excited about rejoining 
the Federation and are looking forward to all the 
opportunities to partner with and help them as often as 
possible,” said the Museum’s Interim Executive Director, 
Charles A. Coulomb.  In fact, the Museum will play host 
for the JCFR’s Grand Event in September and we hope 
this will be the beginning of an exciting partnership for 
years to come.  

Yemen

Iraq

Syria

Sudan

South
Sudan

Democratic

 

Republic of 
Congo

Myanmar

While the Virginia Holocaust Museum 
primarily focuses on the destruction 
of European Jews, we do want to 
raise awareness of current crises. We 
will feature a map in each issue of De 
Malyene showing the countries and 
regions currently at risk. The data, 
collected by the Early Warning Proj-
ect, Genocide Watch, The Sentinel 
Project, and United to End Genocide, 
is displayed in the map above.

The key factors used in these models 
include regional isolationism, authori-
tarian rule, exclusionary ideology, and 
comparing past instances of mass 
atrocities to recent situations.

 Populations at Risk of GenocideIn Case you  
Missed It

(Above) The Richmond Jewish Community Center where the JCFR is headquartered

Suggested Reading: Alive 
in the Killing Fields

A
live in the Killing Fields: 
Surviving the Khmer Rouge 
is about author Nawuth 

Keat’s amazing story of survival 
in Cambodia during the horrific 
genocide committed by the Khmer 
Rouge in the 1970s. Nawuth was 
born in 1964 and was the fifth 
child out of eight children. His 

family lived a comfortable life in Cambodia but that 
all changed when the Khmer Rouge, led by Pol Pot, 
took over. In one day Nawuth lost five members of 
his family. His family had been targeted by a former 
employee turned angry and vengeful Khmer Rouge 
rebel. At such a young age, Nawuth Keat experienced, 
saw and lived through something most of us could 
never imagine. Nawuth’s bravery, love for his family 
and luck helped him survive the unimaginable and 
eventually sought refuge in America and began a new 
life for himself.

The VHM held our annual Yom HaS-
hoah commemoration with a cer-
emony honoring the Survivors of the 
Holocaust living in the community. We 
were joined in the candle lighting by 
10 Holocaust Survivors, who lit the 
candles in memory of those lost in 
the Shoah. The featured speaker was 
New York Times Bestselling Author Dr. 
Timothy Snyder, Bird White Housum 
Professor of History at Yale University.

Yom HaShoah
May 1st, 2016

The Museum hosted another speaker 
in the I Witnessed History lecture 
series. Cambodian Genocide Survivor 
Amanda Sam spoke about her 
experiences during the genocide, as 
well as her escape from Cambodia 
and immigration to the US. Audience 
members joined in the Q&A session, 
where Amanda spoke about the 
importance of education, both in 
preventing genocide as well as 

recovering after genocide. 

Amanda Sam
May 21st, 2016

In conjunction with the Virginia Law 
Foundation, the VHM held the award 
ceremony for Rule of Law Day. This 
year, the honoree, Dr. Charles W. Syd-
nor, Jr. was presented with the Rule of 
Law award for his years of service in 
bringing Nazi War Criminals to justice. 
Law Day followed a presentation by 
John Dean, former Nixon White House 
Counsel, on Watergate and the ethics 

of reporting an ongoing crime.

Rule Of Law Day
May 23rd, 2016
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Did you know the VHM has 
a Research Library?

The Carole Weinstein Holocaust Research Library 
contains over 5,000 volumes on the Holocaust and 
modern genocide. Resources include an extensive 
number of scholarly works, as well as literature, 
documentary films, feature length films, and 
sound recordings. 

You may request an appointment to use the library by contacting 
Tim Hensley at thensley@vaholocaust.org.



Since the Virginia Holocaust Museum opened in 1997, we 
have been collecting documents, photographs, and records 
related to local Survivors, Liberators, and their families. 

�ese documents comprise our over 190 record groups, each 
one its own collection related to an individual or family that pro-
vides insight into the varied experiences of our local Survivors 
and Liberators. 

Starting in 2015, the Collections Department began organiz-
ing and rehousing the Museum’s record groups. Doing so will 
help to ensure they are preserved for future generations and are 
accessible to the public and researchers. �is project involves 
reviewing and organizing documents, housing them in archival 
quality materials, and making them easily searchable. 

Making our records groups accessible will help in educating 
the public about the experiences of Survivors such as George 
Landecker. 

George was born on October 1, 1918 in Nordenberg, Germa-
ny. When he was 17, he began agricultural training at Gross 
Breesen, a farm that served as a refuge for a number of Jew-

ish youth in Europe. He le� Gross Breesen a few years later to 
continue his training in southern Europe. 

On November 9, 1938, during Kristallnacht, George was ar-
rested while in Frankfurt, Germany and sent to the Buchen-
wald concentration camp. Because of his connections to Gross 
Breesen, George gained his freedom on January 1939 along with 
other Gross Breesen students and sta� who had been sent to 
Buchenwald. In 1940 George obtained a visa to migrate to the 
United States to work on Hyde Farmlands, a similar program to 
Gross Breesen located in Burkeville, Virginia. He worked there 
from February 1940 through August 1941. 

George joined the U.S. Army in 1942 and returned to Europe 
with his unit. He remained there a�er the end of the war, work-
ing to help set up new local governments in Germany. A�er the 
war, George returned to the States and his family. He took up 
work as a dairy farmer in Remsen, New York, working there for 
34 years.

George’s record group contains biographical materials, corre-
spondences, and photographs from his time at Hyde Farmlands. 
Not only do these documents help to share George’s experiences, 
but they also provide information on other survivors who came 
to Hyde Farmlands seeking refuge. George’s record group, and 
his oral history are accessible on our website along with a grow-
ing number of record groups from our collection.

Top: (le�) “Prinz (Harvey Newton)” (right) “Eva Töpper (Löw)”,
Center: Landecker Family File, Bottom: “Wagon Being Pulled by Horses”

Family Files Before

Family Files After
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Working to preserve survivor and 
liberator documents, the Collections 
Department is currently rehousing, 

organizing and making accessible the 
Museum’s record groups and the stories 

of survivors like George Landecker.



A provocative exhibition 
exploring the Nazi 
regime’s “science of race” 
and its implications for 
medical ethics and social 
responsibility today

PRODUCED BY

PRESENTED BY

June 6th–October 2nd, 2016
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
traveling exhibition Deadly Medicine: Creating the 
Master Race examines how the Nazi leadership, 
in collaboration with individuals in professions 
traditionally charged with healing and the public 
good, used science to help legitimize persecution, 
murder, and ultimately, genocide.

This exhibition has been 
made possible by The Lerner 
Foundation and Eric F. and Lore 
Ross, with additional support 
from the Lester Robbins and 
Sheila Johnson Robbins Traveling 
and Special Exhibitions Fund 
established in 1990.

This installation sponsored by 
MCV Foundation, VCU Health, 
VCU Office of Research & 
Innovation, VCU School of 
Medicine, and Bon Secours 
Richmond Health System.

Media sponsorship by Community 
Idea Stations.

SPONSORED BY

The exhibition opened at the VHM on 
June 6th and will be on display through 
October 2nd. According to VHM Director 
of Collections Tim Hensley, “Deadly 
Medicine is an important exhibit for the 
Virginia Holocaust Museum because it 
helps us discuss our own unfortunate 
past with eugenics and ‘race science.’ It 
demonstrates how such policies, when 
left unchecked, can lead to genocide.” 
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The Virginia Holocaust Museum 
partners up with Longwood 
University this summer, bringing 
new and exciting changes for the 
Teacher Education Institute.

I hope this summer is only the 
beginning of new opportunities 
for work between Longwood 
and the Museum
Melissa Kravetz,  
Assistant Professor of History
Modern Europe, 
Longwood University

A New 
Direction 
for T.E.I.

a solid reputation in education and teacher prepara-
tion. It is the goal of TEI to teach about the history of 
the Holocaust but to also give teachers lessons and 
resources to bring back to the classroom. As new re-
search about the Holocaust and educational pedago-
gy emerges that information is incorporated into each 
of the Institute’s sessions, which include, “Addressing 
Myths and Assumptions of Holocaust history,” and 
“Memorialization of the Holocaust.” For summer 2016 
teachers will have an opportunity to view and learn 
about Nazi racial science and eugenics when one of 
the sessions is held in the temporary exhibit “Deadly 
Medicine: Creating the Master Race,” on loan from 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The 
hallmark of the week will be when teachers have the 
opportunity to meet, eat dinner with and hear from a 
Holocaust survivor who lives in the Richmond area. 
Teachers who have taken the course often comment 
about how meeting and hearing from a survivor has 
changed their life. 

This year the course will have two sessions, the first 
session is July 4-15 and the second session, August 
1-12. The Alexander Lebenstein Teacher Education 
Institute is made possible through the very generous 
support from Weinstein Properties.

This summer marks the ninth year for the Muse-
um’s Alexander Lebenstein Teacher Education 
Institute.  Named for Holocaust survivor, Alex-

ander Lebenstein, the Institute is a ten-day course 
assisting educators with their understanding of the 
Holocaust and genocide. Sessions focus on historical 
background and pedagogy which link to the Virginia 
Standards of Learning. Each year the Museum looks 
to enhance the course, and this year is no different, 
as this summer marks an inaugural partnership with 
Longwood University.  

The Museum is enthusiastic about its partnership 
with Longwood, a partnership which is not just in 
name alone. Longwood will not only be certifying the 
course for optional graduate credits but will also be 
supporting instruction. Assistant Professor of His-
tory, Melissa Kravetz, who has been involved in the 

planning of TEI since the inception of the institutional 
relationship, will be teaching alongside Museum staff. 
Melissa specializes in the history of Modern Europe, 
with an emphasis on Germany, history of science and 
medicine as well as women and gender. Melissa is, “…
excited about our new partnership (with the Virginia 
Holocaust Museum) to teach TEI. Working with Megan 
Ferenczy to plan the curriculum has already been a 
great experience and I hope this summer is only the 
beginning of new opportunities for work between 
Longwood and the Museum.” Planning with Long-
wood has proved to be fruitful, as the normally five-
day course has expanded to ten days with the first 
five days an online component and the second week 
on site at the Museum. Having teachers work online 
helps to provide a foundation for the history of the 
Holocaust, allowing in the second week to focus on 
specific themes and topics.          

With the Museum’s primary focus on education, it was 
an obvious choice to partner with Longwood, who has 

Top: Tim Hensley, Director of Collections, lecturing at TEI
Center Row: Educators will now have an opportunity to take the 
TEI course online and in the museum.
Bottom Row: Survivors Alan and Halina Zimm talking to TEI 
students in 2015.
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Extend your support 
Become a member
Richmond and Virginia have the honor and privilege of being a second home to many Holocaust 
Survivors. When you become a member of the Virginia Holocaust Museum, you will learn about 
local Richmond and Virginia Holocaust Survivors and help memorialize their stories of strength 
and courage.

The VHM teaches the history of the Holocaust but one of the most important objectives we strive 
to achieve is that patrons remember. We Remember what happens when hate and prejudice takes 
over a nation. We Remember when one stands up against hate. We Remember the innocent victims 
and the strong Survivors.

We do not always know the experiences of our neighbors. When a patron leaves the museum, 
they leave with an understanding of an experience of the Holocaust. That understanding turns 
into a story that they share with their loved ones, thereby circulating the stories of our Survivors. 
The circulation of these stories spreads our message expanding the flame of remembrance like 
wildfire. Help us extend this flame by renewing your membership or giving a membership to a 
loved one.

For more information about 
memberships you can visit

www.vaholocaust.org/ 
content/support

or call us at
804 257 5400 ext. 243

I
n November 2014, the Robert G. Cabell, III and Maude Morgan Cabell Foundation 
awarded the Virginia Holocaust Museum with a challenge grant. If the VHM was 
able to raise $150,000, the Cabell Foundation would match the money raised. 

Meeting the challenge would allow the Museum to begin its multi-phase, $1.2 
million capital campaign.

Over the next several years, the Virginia Holocaust Museum hopes to complete a 
number of upgrades and improvements to its facility with the long-term goal of 
being nationally accredited by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM). Accredi-
tation by the AAM would provide national recognition of the VHM’s commitment 
to excellence and the highest professional standards of museums.  

Throughout 2015, members of the VHM staff connected with local foundations 
and community members to go over specific goals of the capital campaign and 
the impact of becoming a nationally accredited institution.  In December of 
2015, the VHM successfully completed raised the funds necessary to complete 
the matching grant.  With this grant, the Virginia Holocaust Museum was able 
to start Phase I of their capital campaign. This includes upgrades and improve-
ments to the security system, the expansion of the Archives and the Carole Wein-
stein Holocaust Research Library, and the replacement of half the Museum’s 
120,000 square foot roof. 

With Phase I being currently being implemented, the Museum can turn and 
prepare for the next phases.  These will include installation of drop ceilings 
throughout our exhibition spaces and the replacement of the Museum’s Heating, 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning systems.  All of these renovations will help us 
continue in our mission of educating and inspiring future generations of Virginia 
to fight prejudice and indifference. 

Above is the new shelving that was installed for the archives’ painting collection, installations was 
made  possible by the money raised and received by the grant. 

Thank you to the 
following individuals and 
organizations for their 
generous support:

FOUNDATIONS
The Robert G. Cabell, III and Maude 
Morgan Cabell Foundation
The Marietta McNeill Morgan & Samuel 
Tate Morgan, Jr. Trust
The Anne Carter Robins & Walter R. 
Robins, Jr. Foundation

INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bernstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Blank
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Davenport
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. David Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hardy 
Mr. & Mrs. Khosrow Kashinejad
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Markel
Mr. & Mrs. James Monroe
Mr. & Mrs. S. Zachary Sisisky
Dr. and Mrs.* Norman Sporn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sydnor
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Weinberg
The West End Community Center
Anonymous
                                                                        
BEQUESTS
The Estate of Mr. Allan Mullian
The Estate of Mrs. Mary Ann Ward

*Of Blessed Memory

A Challenge met
The Beginning of the VHM’s Capital Campaign 
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Recently, the museum was 
visited by the 7th Grade classes 
from Louisa County Middle 
School, who donated 82,333 
pennies--the fifth biggest 
donation to date!  

About the Penny Campaign

Started in 1998 by Rachel Rosenbaum, 
granddaughter of museum co-founder 
L. Al Rosenbaum (OBM), the VHM Penny 
Campaign seeks to memorialize the 6 
million Jewish lives lost in the Holocaust, 
and to engage students in actively 
remembering Holocaust victims.

The Virginia Holocaust 
Museum Penny Campaign 
is closing in on

T
here is no place for hate in the heart of Halina Zimm. Halina, 
a Holocaust Survivor, often goes to speak to schools about 
her experiences during the Holocaust and urges students to 

learn from differences and to be kind to one another. Because of 
the Holocaust, Halina has experienced firsthand how hatred and 

indifference can drastically alter 
lives.

H
alina grew up in Lodz, Po-
land with her parents and 
two sisters Nana and Helen. 

Realizing it was unsafe for their 
family to stay in Lodz, Halina’s 
parents Solomon and Regina 
were able to move their family 
to be closer to relatives in the 
smaller village of Zarnov.  How-
ever, even after moving, Halina 
and her family could not escape 

antisemitism. Fearing the fate of his daughters, Solomon was 
able to obtain forged birth certificates from a righteous gentile, 
securing Halina and Helen new identities.       

Seventy five years later Halina is able to vividly and fondly remem-
ber her parents. “He was wise beyond his time,” and “intelligent”
is often how Halina describes her father to students,wanting
them to understand that his ingenuity and sacrifice saved his 

daughters’ lives. Halina also recalls memories of her mother, who 
worked hard with her father to make their soap factory successful. 
You can hear the love for them even now all these years later. 

Talking about these memories is extremely painful for Halina as 
well as other Holocaust survivors. Although difficult, Halina asserts 
it is important for students to hear about her experience, because 
“so many people deny that the Holocaust happened.” Every time she 
speaks Halina urges people “not to be silent when you see an injus-
tice.” Through speaking Halina looks to become the voice of those 
that were silenced over seventy years ago, “I owe it to my parents 
and to the victims who cannot speak for themselves.” 

Halina 
Zimm:

Halina’s sister, Helen (Niusia), and Halina (Wanda), 1942

Honoring her 
Parents  
Through her 
Story

Honoring her Honoring her Honoring her 
Parents Parents Parents 
Through her Through her Through her 
StoryStoryStory

You Can Count 
on Murray! 

It is an absolute truth that an institution like the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum could not survive without the dedication and service of 
its many volunteers.  From leading tours to building the exhibits 
themselves, countless people have given generously to support our 
mission.  Since our earliest days, Murray Carton has been one of 
these people. 

After 30+ years operating his parking lot in downtown Richmond at 
1st and Grace Streets, Murray retired in 1998 and, at the suggestion 
of childhood friend and Museum co-Founder, Jay Ipson, began volun-
teering at the Virginia Holocaust Museum that same year.  During 
the Museum’s years on Roseneath Road, when it was almost entirely 
volunteer-run, and Murray did some of everything.  He answered 
phone calls, scheduled and led guided tours for students, and 
whatever else need to be done.  Eventually, Murray settled into his 
role as receptionist, which he maintained for over a decade.  During 
this period, Murray worked every day of the week, often arriving 
before opening and staying until after closing.  “I felt an obligation,” 
he said, “because [the Holocaust] happened to our people. And 
something like it could happen again.”

Murray’s greatest contribution to the museum is undoubtedly his 
work with the Penny Campaign, which encourages students to 

collect pennies to memorialize the Jewish victims of the Nazis.  To 
date, the Museum has collected nearly 5 million pennies—Murray 
has counted all of them.  When asked what he planned to do when 
he reached six million, his answer was simple: keep counting.  “The 
Nazis killed more than just the Jews, you know.”
 
Since 1998, Murray has volunteered nearly 40,000 hours at the 
Virginia Holocaust Museum. In 2005 Murray was acknowledged for 
his volunteer efforts, winning the Volunteer of the Year award for 
the most volunteer hours in the entire state. 
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A Virginia Holocaust Museum

Art Contest

Survival  2016    Winners
Rwanda by Emily Zheng 
Grade 10 
Marker and Gouache
I have incorporated the concept of survival with the rope. The rope trans-
forms into a path near the top which portrays how Tutsi and Twa tried to 
survive by fleeing and hiding. In the middle of the entire piece, the rope is 
snapped and only attached by a thin string with “Kagame” written across. 
This shows how Paul Kagame was the leading resistance for the genocide 
and helped the Tutsis and Twa.

The importance of individual decision making is represented by the UN 
symbol in the bottom left corner, French flag, and the drips of paint. The UN 
symbol shows how they were nearly out of the picture by refusing to sup-
port the victims of the genocide. The French flag is closer to the rope, which 
represents the entire genocide, and that symbolizes how the French Republic 
provided at least some support during the Rwandan Genocide. Each drip of 
paint represents an individual decision and since the drips of paint overlap 
each other, it shows how each decision can affect another decision. 

The dangers of intolerance is depicted with music notes with sharp corners 
and dark halos. This represents the local radio stations that called upon 
average citizens to kill neighbors who were Tutsis and Twas. Both the sharp 
corners and dark halos around each note are meant to make the music notes 
appear darker. To include the topic of diverse experiences of those who were 
affected by the genocide, I added silhouettes of many people in the upper cor-
ners of the piece. This represents the children who were orphaned because 
of the Genocide. 

Strength and Hope by Melody Manning 
Grade 11 
Paper, Paint, Pencil, and Pen
The hand represents the Jews that were persecuted during the Holocaust. 
The hand is not portrayed as weak because it signifies the spirit of strength 
and hope for survival that the people had. The wounds and blood depict the 
strife and suffering that was inflicted upon the people. Those tragedies left 
a mark but didn’t succeed in defeating the desire to survive. It is pushing 
toward the hope for a brighter future, which is key to survival. 

Second Place

Quiet
Mary Marino
Grade 7
Plaster, Cardboard, Canvas, 
Paint, Clay, Felt, and Lids

Hope for Survival
Camille Ways
Grade 7 
Blanket, Embroidery, and  
Safety Pins

The Tiger, Okapi, and Armadillo
Wade Carter
Grade 8 
Colored Pencil, Pen, Oil Pastel, and  
Construction Paper

Yellow Star
Veronika Pluzhnikova  
Grade 10 
Marker and Gouache
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Third Place

He Told Me to Wear Them
Min Jeong  
Grade 9 
Pencil and Tea Bags

Honorary Mention

Identity
Mary O’Reilly 
Grade 10 
Tape Transfer on Photo

First Place
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This art contest was generously sponsored by



Virginia Holocaust Museum

2000 East Cary Street
Richmond, Virginia 23223-7032

804 257 5400 (phone)
804 257 4314 (fax)

www.vaholocaust.org

Mon–Fri  10 am–5 pm
Sat–Sun  11 am–5 pm

Closed New Year’s Day, Easter, Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 
New Year’s Eve

Board of Trustees

Mr. Marcus M. Weinstein
Chairman

Mr. Kenneth M. Dye
Amb. (Ret.) Randolph M. Bell
Co-Vice Chairmen

Jay M. Weinberg Esq.
Secretary

Mr. Earl Ferguson
Treasurer

Charles Coulomb
Interim Executive Director

Mr. Richard Arenstein
Mr. D. Eugene Atkinson
Mrs. Elena Barr-Baum
Mr. Charles Becker
Rabbi Dennis Beck-Berman
Irving Blank, Esq.
Mr. Joseph Brodecki
David Burhans, Ph.D.
The Honorable Betsy Carr
Mrs. Katheryn Curtis
Mrs. Miriam Davidow
David Greenberg, Esq.
Mrs. Eva Hardy
The Reverend Dr. James Harris
Professor A.E. Richard Howard
Capt. Alex Keisch
Dr. Roger Loria
The Honorable Manoli Loupassi
Mr. Abby Moore
The Honorable Dr. John O’Bannon, III
Mr. Frederick Rahal
Mr. Marvin Rosman
Mrs. Deborah Segaloff
Mr. Stuart Siegel
Mrs. Clare Sisisky
Dr. Norman Sporn
Charles Sydnor, Jr., Ph.D.
Thelma Williams-Tunstall

Staff

Charles Coulomb
Interim Executive Director

Manar Aboulnour
Guest Services Associate

Megan Ferenczy
Director of Education

Rachel Harper
Graphic Designer

Timothy Hensley
Director of Collections

Anvesh Nookala
Austrian Civil Servant

Jamie Pitts
Guest Services Associate

Troy Ross
Director of Security

Angela Rueda
Assistant Curator

Brett Schrader
Development Manager

Matt Simpson
Director of Guest Services

Chip Snead
Security Officer

Kosalboth Soum
Guest Services Associate

Jessica Spriggs
Gift Shop Manager

Rhys Van Lienden
Marketing and Publications

Stuart Wilkinson
Facilities Manager

Kara Yurina
Guest Services Associate

Jay. M. Ipson
Co-Founder and President Emeritus

Your gift to the Virginia Holocaust Museum (a 501(c)(3) organization) could 
double in value if your employer has a matching gift program. Please ask 
your human resource office to match your contribution to the Museum. 
Thank you for supporting us.




